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Friday 17th August 2007
Porterbrook purchases new Siemens Class 350 Desiro trains for West Midlands Franchise

Porterbrook Leasing Company Limited (“Porterbrook”), a subsidiary of Abbey National plc (“Abbey”), has signed a contract to purchase 37 x 4 Car Siemens Class 350 Desiro Electric Multiple Units for the new West Midlands franchise.

The new franchise to be known as London Midland was awarded to Govia on 21 June 2007 and will run from 11 November 2007 to 19 September 2015.

The new vehicles will be built by Siemens and deliveries are expected to commence in October 2008.  The AC units will be capable of 100mph and will operate the London to Birmingham services on the West Coast Main Line.

Paul Francis, managing director of Porterbrook said: “Porterbrook is delighted to have completed this £164M transaction to purchase the Siemens Class 350 EMUs to operate on the London Midland franchise.  Introducing this new rolling stock will give us an opportunity to build on our already excellent relationship with Govia.  Porterbrook has already worked successfully with their project team to deliver 700 new vehicles to the Southern franchise and these trains are now providing reliable, comfortable services to Southern’s passengers.  In London Midland, we have the opportunity to work with another proven manufacturer in Siemens to deliver a high quality train into the UK to enhance the travelling experience for passengers on this franchise.”
More follows
Christian Roth, managing director of Siemens Transportation Systems added:” This gives Siemens the opportunity to grow its UK Desiro fleets and we are very pleased to be working with Porterbrook and Govia.  The West Coast Main line is a strategically important route and Siemens intends to build upon the proven reliability of its existing Desiro Class 350’s with the introduction of this new order for 37 trains.”

Tom Smith, Govia’s managing director - rail development said: “We are looking forward to taking delivery of these new trains.  They will transform the travelling experience of passengers using the longer-distance routes on the new London Midland franchise and play a key part in enabling us to meet our targets for continuous improvement in punctuality and reliability.”

Rail Minister Tom Harris said: "Delivering new rolling stock was a key element of the new West Midlands franchise and I'm sure these new Desiros will prove very popular with passengers. The other benefit of this agreement is that it will free up existing rolling stock so that we can employ it elsewhere on the network, thereby boosting capacity across the country."

The parties are now working together on a contract to maintain the trains at the Siemens train care facility at Northampton. 
-Ends -
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Images and interviews available on request
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About Siemens in the UK:

Siemens was established in the United Kingdom 164 years ago. The company employs 20,314 people in the UK, including about 6,500 in the manufacturing sector. Last year’s revenues were £3.5 billion, including exports of £580 million, and it spent almost £75 million on research and development. As a leading global engineering company, Siemens provides innovative solutions to help tackle the world’s major challenges, including the shortage of natural resources, increasing environmental care, and a growing demand for healthcare, mobility and security. Siemens has offices and factories throughout the UK, with its headquarters in Bracknell, Berkshire. The company’s global headquarters is in Munich, Germany. For more information, visit www.siemens.co.uk
As part of Siemens in the UK, Siemens Transportation Systems employs around 1000 people in the UK, providing expertise in rail systems and technology to the UK rail industry. With proven capability in rail infrastructure STS is delivering a major re-signaling project in the Portsmouth areas, traction power upgrades across the UK and new telecommunications systems in London and the west of England. It is also developing the GSM-R cab radio solution for the entire UK rolling stock fleet at the Rail Communication’s site in Poole, Dorset. 

In rolling stock, Siemens provides and maintains passenger trains for TransPennine Express, South West Trains, Heathrow Express, One Great Eastern, Northern Trains and Silverlink and Central Trains. 

For more information on Siemens Transportation Systems please visit www.siemenstransportation.co.uk
Porterbrook Leasing Company Limited ("Porterbrook") is a leading player in the rail leasing market.

Porterbrook has a rolling stock fleet of over 5,500 vehicles on lease or on order, which includes about 4,000 passenger vehicles. These are supplied under operating leases to 17 of the 21 Train Operating Companies (TOCs) within the UK. The company also provides ongoing train maintenance services.

Porterbrook has been highly successful in winning new train orders since privatisation, investing in over 1,500 new passenger vehicles and over 1,200 new freight locomotives and wagons, and in the refurbishment of much of its in-fleet equipment. In April 2000, the Porterbrook group of companies was acquired by Abbey National (“Abbey”)

Govia  
Govia is a joint venture between the Go-Ahead Group (65%) and Keolis (35%) and operator of the Southern and Southeastern rail franchises. Govia was awarded the new West Midlands rail franchise by the Department for Transport in June. It will operate the business as London Midland from November 11. Further information is available at www.govia.info and www.londonmidland.com
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