August 20, 2008

Govia shortlisted for the South Central franchise

Govia has been shortlisted to bid for the South Central franchise by the Department for Transport. 

Govia has a strong and experienced bid team and intends to put in a robust bid to retain the franchise, which it currently operates as Southern.
The new south Central franchise is due to begin on September 20, 2009 and will combine the existing operations of Southern, Gatwick Express and services on the Tonbridge to Redhill route currently operated by Southeastern. 

Notes to editors:

1. Govia is a joint venture between Go-Ahead (65%) and Keolis SA (35%) which is a French-based operator of passenger transport services. Govia's rail operations are the busiest in the UK, responsible for nearly 30 per cent of UK passenger rail journeys through its three rail companies, Southern (which includes Gatwick Express), Southeastern and London Midland. The Southeastern franchise will include the operation of new high speed trains on the domestic Channel Tunnel Rail Link into St Pancras from 2009.

2. Also shortlisted by the Department for Transport to bid for the franchise are: NedRailways South Central Limited (NedRailways Limited);NXSC Trains Limited (National Express Group plc) and Southern Trains Limited (Stagecoach Group plc).
3. For further information contact Samantha Hodder at Samantha.hodder@go-ahead.com, telephone 0207 821 3928.
