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Govia Announces Key Management Changes at Southern and South Eastern
Govia, the long standing partnership between the Go-Ahead Group PLC and Keolis SA today announced a number of senior management appointments for the London and South Eastern Railway (LSER) and the Southern Railway (Southern) to take effect on 1 April 2006.
Charles Horton, Managing Director at Southern for three years, will move to LSER as the new Managing Director.  He will replace Michael Holden, who after three successful years leading South Eastern Trains (SET) is leaving to pursue alternative career opportunities.

Wilma Allan, currently Finance and Commercial Director at Thameslink, will move to LSER as the new Finance and Contracts Director.  She will replace Chris Cornthwaite who is leaving SET after three successful years.

Mike Hodson, formerly Managing Director of Thames Trains, will move to LSER as Operations and Safety Director.  He will replace Andy Byford, who will be transferring to Southern.

Vince Lucas, currently Commercial Director at Southern, will move to LSER to head up the Retail and Commercial Directorates.  He will replace Alex Warner who is shortly leaving the Company to take up a position with Midland Mainline.

Phil Verster, Engineering Director at SET, will transfer to LSER and continue in his current role, following a very successful two years at SET.

The senior management appointments at LSER give rise to consequential changes at Southern, Govia’s successful franchise based in East Croydon.

Chris Burchell, currently Operations Director at Southern, is promoted to Managing Director.  Chris was previously at Thames Trains and Railtrack.  Chris has been the architect of the significant improvement in operating performance at Southern.
Jan Chaudhry, currently Operations and Retail Director at Thameslink, is promoted to Commercial Director at Southern.  Jan previously acted in this role at Southern for nine months during 2002.
Andy Byford joins Southern from SET as Operations Director, who enjoyed a successful three years with the Company, overseeing a turnaround in performance.
Newly appointed Gerry McFadden continues as Engineering Director at Southern, replacing David Sawyer who is retiring.

Bob Mayne continues as Southern’s Finance Director.

Govia’s Chief Executive Keith Ludeman announced that the new LSER franchise would be named South Eastern.  He explained the reasoning behind this decision:

“Govia is looking forward to taking on the challenge of bringing about further improvements at LSER, and building on the successful foundations established by the SET team.  In recognition of both this, and the regard with which the revitalised operation is held by passengers on the SET network, Govia will be retaining the name ‘South Eastern’ for the LSER franchise.

“The new top team at South Eastern, some of whom worked on the IKF Bid, will now start to accelerate improvements in train service punctuality, reliability and presentation.  A strong focus on marketing, and revenue protection will be a feature of the first few months of our ownership.

“We will continue to drive improvement within the successful Southern franchise, with a revitalised and new management team.”

	GoVia Limited

Go-Ahead House, 26-28 Addiscombe Road, Croydon, Surrey CR9 5GA

Telephone 020 8929 8650  Facsimile 020 8929 8659
	[image: image4.png]


2

