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19 September 2006
Govia shortlisted for West Midlands rail franchise
Rail operator Govia today said it was delighted to have been shortlisted to bid for the West Midlands franchise by the Department for Transport.
Tom Smith, managing director, rail development said:
“This is great news for us. The West Midlands was our top priority. We have already started to develop our presence in the region, establishing a business base in Birmingham with the acquisition of two bus companies, the Birmingham Coach Company and Diamond which we have now combined as Go West Midlands.
“The franchise is a good fit with our existing rail portfolio comprised of Southern and Southeastern. We have a strong focus on commuter rail operations and extensive experience of improving performance, enhancing passenger perception and managing capacity, all of which will enable us to make a very compelling bid for the West Midlands franchise. We are looking forward to the competition.”
Govia is the UK’s most enduring partnership between transport operators delivering rail franchises in this country. Owners Go-Ahead and Keolis are substantial and successful transport companies in their own right.
For further information, please contact:

Samantha Hodder, communications director-rail on 0208 929 8651 or  07764 429472,email samantha.hodder@go-ahead-rail.com
www.govia.info
Notes to editors:

1. Go-Ahead is one of the UK’s leading providers of passenger transport management services operating in the bus, rail and aviation sectors. Employing over 24,000 staff across the county, over 800 million passenger journeys are undertaken on its services each year. In addition to the traveling public, customers include Transport for London, BAA, major airlines, local authorities and the Department for Transport.

2. Govia is the group’s rail division, a joint venture between Go-Ahead (65%) and Keolis SA (35%) which is a French-based operator of passenger transport services in seven European countries and in Canada.  Keolis is owned by 3i, SNCF and senior management.

The rail division operates a fleet of 630 trains on which over 280 million passenger journeys are undertaken. Concentrated in the south east of England both franchises, Southern and Southeastern, operate a mix of suburban commuter and mainline routes through south London, Kent, Surrey and Sussex. The Southeastern franchise will include the operation of new high speed trains on the domestic Channel Tunnel Trail Link into St Pancras from 2009.

Page 1 of 2
Page 2 of 2

[image: image1.png]